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THE REV. HIRAM WALTER READ
BAPTIST MISSIONARY TO NEW MEXICO
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ORN IN Jewett City, New London County, Connecticut,
June 17,1819. Hiram Walter Read,! was baptized into
the fellowship of the Baptist Church, Oswego, New York, on
March 11, 1838. He received his education at Oswego AcademY and Madison (now Colgate) University, Hamilton,
New Yotk. He was ordained to the ministry and began his
pastoral work at Whitewater, Wisconsin, in 1844. He was
pastor and chaplain to the Wisconsin senate. During this period, he attained a reputation as a successful evangelist.
In 1849 he went to New Mexico as chaplain at Fort
Marcy, and for over two years he was preaching to the
1. Perhaps the reader will join the editor in being nonplussed to find the name
of this first Protestant missionary in New Mexico given as "Hiram Walter" Read ..
Every mention of him previously seen has given the name as "Henry W." or 'merely
"H.W." Read (Reed). Probably Bancroft and. all subsequent writers have followed W.
W. H. Davis who, in El Gringo (N .. Y., 1857), p. 270, calls him "Henry W." And yet,~
curiously enough, even Heitman, Historical Register (Washington, 1903), I, p. 819, .
shows "Henry W. Read" as chaplain at Fort Marcy, N. Mex., 16 July 1849 to 15 Mar ..
1852.
The name as here given comes from genealogical as well as chUrch records. The
biographical sketch supplied with the transcripts by the Rev. Mr. Weaver (see below)
was accompanied by the following list of sources consulted :
Cathcart, W., The Baptist EncyclopaedW. (Phila., 1881), 962·3.
:Vedder, H. C., A Short History of the Baptists (Phila., 1907), 238-9.
Burrows, J. L., Amer-ican Baptist Register for 1852, 222.
Reed, J. W., History of the Reed Fa1nily in Europe and America (Boston, 1861),
533.
Bishop, H. F., Historical Sketch of Lisbon, Connecticut (Brooklyn, 1903), 59-60.
Gray, A. B., Survey of a Railroad Route on the 82d Parallel (Cincinnati, 1856).
Farish, T. E., HistorY of Arizona, vol. III, 196-7.
Bancroft, H. H., History of Arizona and New Mexico (1888), 521-2.
Twitcheii, R. E., Leading Facts of New Mexican History, II, 350 .
Coan, Chas. F., A. History of New Mexico (Chicago, 1925), I, 364.
Journals, 1st Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Arizona, 1864: pp. 13-14.
58, 68, 102.
Heitman, F. :B:, Historical Register and Dictionary of the U. S. Army, 819.
Adjutant General of the Army, Prisoner of War Records.
General Accounting Office, Old ·files.
Post Office Department, Appointment Records.
The American Baptist Home Mission Society (New York), Home Mission Record,
1849·52.
The Texas Baptist Herald (Austin), January 15, 1885.
The El Paso Times, February 8, 1895, obituary.
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United States troops, to the Indians and to the Mexicans. He
explored the settled parts of New Mexico and laid the foundation for Baptist mission work in all this region. I.t is chiefly this exploratory work which is shown by the sources here
published. Later (1852-54), he was back in New Mexico '
again, organizing churches, locating other missionaries, and
establishing schools for the Baptist denomination.
Later, he returned east where he labored for the American Baptist Home Mission Society and the American and
Foreign Bible Society. For a time he lived in Virginia, near
Washington, D. C. Here he founded the Columbia Baptist
Church, Falls Church, Virginia, and helped in many revival
'
services. During the Civil War, he served the United States
government at Washington, in the field and in hospitals. He
was taken prisoner by the Confederates at Savage Station,
Virginia, on June 30, 1862, but on September 21 he was exchanged for the Reverend W. F. Broaddus of Fredericksburg, Virginia, one of the famous Baptist ministers of that
day.
He assisted in the establishment of the Territorial government of Arizona (1863) and served as the first postmaster at Prescott from January 22, 1864, to May 18, 1865. He
is said to have made a visit to California in 1864 .
•
Later in 1865 he settled in Hannibal, Missouri, where he
became a noted evangelist. His labors extended to eastern
cities and to many of the larger towns of the country. During his ministry he baptized nearly a thousand persons and
led thousands more to Christ who were baptized by others.
Few facts are know about his family. His parents were
Caleb and Mary (Leffingwell) Read. Also he was twice
married, but just when occurred th~ death of his first wife
Alzina (who was with him in New Mexico) cannot be stated.
From January 1, 1880 to February 10, 1882, he was pastor of the Baptist Church at Virginia City, Nevada. At the
latter date he departed to accept a missionary assignment
at El Paso, Texas. He died in that frontier town on February
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6, 1895, at the advanced age of seventy-five years, and his
remains were buried in Concordia Cemetery.
The above meager and fragmentary sketch follows
pretty closely information supplied by the Rev. Rufus W.
Weaver, executive secretary of the District of Columbia
Baptist Convention, and secured by the Hon. Carl Hayden,
U. S. senator from Arizona. From the latter it came to our
desk recently in an exchange of material, together with the
group of transcripts which follow. It is at once evident that
these latter also are only a fragmentary record and of a very
limited period, but they will be found of considerable interest because of the composite picture which they give of
New Mexico just after the ~merican Occupation, especially
at Santa Fe, Taos, and El Paso.-L. B. B.
HOME MISSION RECORD
New York,· December, 1849

J.

I

Our Duty to New Mexico
In our last paper we gave notice that Rev. H. W. Read·
has arrived at Santa Fe, in New Mexico, and has made
arrangements to remain there permanently. In this number
we present our readers extracts from his letter, in which
he announces that fact. We believe it impossible for Christians to read them without thankfulness to God for his
preservation, and a clear discernment of the Divine providence which conducted him to that city, and hedged up his
way against proceeding further.
His letter is too long to be transferred entire to our
columns. It presents a story of trials, hardships, and annoyances, requiring great patience and firmness; which,
however, Mr. Read and his estimable wife seem to have
exercised in health and sickness, and without which, at least
once, they would have been left without protection. in the
dreary \Vilderness, exposed to the cruelties of hostile Indians,
and destitute of .adequate means of advancing or returning.
But God, in whom they trusted, and whose cause it was their
object to promote, raised up for them faithful and efficient
friends, and conducted them safely through the dangers and
afflictions of the way.
I
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And now they are in New Mexico. The extracts alluded
to show what prospects of usefulness have already dawned
upon them, and what additional means and appliances are
necessary-we may say, demanded, by an equally clear
providence, at our hands, as God's servants-for laying
the religious foundations of a State which must inevitably
rise to importance, and for promoting the best interests of
the thousands who now live in gross darkness and sin.
The Executive Board have sanctioned the arrangement
of Mr. Read. With a population of 100,000 souls in the territory, uninstructed in Gospel-truth by a single evangelica:I
preacher, with near a thousand Americans imploring him
to remain, and many Mexicans favqrably disposed to study
the religion he preaches, it was his and our duty to acquiesce
in the overruling guidance of the Divine hand. Is it not also
our privilege to rejoice in the event, as a token of Divine
pleasure in the instrumentality of the Society in· accomplishing his own good purpose.
,
Other missionaries are needed there. What is one
among so many thousands? Even the Mexicans, and the
very Indians, will be glad to receive them. The Pueblo
Indians-"the most i11telligent of the tribes"-deserve the
attention of kind and faithful teachers, and doubtless would
listen to those who might be sent. But the Americans, our
brothers, our sons who are there, or shortly will be therewhat Christian will willingly assume the responsibility of
neglecting their spiritual interests?
.
Our missionary must not be allowed to labor alone. The
circumstances under which his temporal necessities are
provided for, though desirable in some respects, are unfavorable to his extending his labors as far as usual for
missionaries. 2 There is work enough already for another in
Santa Fe, and for still another in adjacent villages. Besides
which he, more than most missionaries, needs counsel and
support amidst the peculiar duties and trials of his station.
Our Divine Master sent forth his disciples two and two, and
missionary Societies should follow his example. It is hoped
that at least two or three good men will be found, who will
be ready to proceed at the earliest practicable moment.
But, does not this event suggest to the Baptist denomination a train of thoughts of solemn importance? Here is
a field of great extent and interest, offered for their culti2. The editor of the Home Mission Record is alluding of course to Mr. Read's
chaplaincy at Fort Marcy in Santa Fe.
·
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vation. The God whom they worship and to whose service
they profess to devote themselves, in answer to their prayers
to be used for the promotion of his glory, deigns to present
them that field, and says to them in these providences: "Go,
work in my vi11eyard." Now shall we go? It is an honor
conferred upon us. Will we receive it and act worthy of it?
Are our prayers and men and money ready for the offerings ·
which the altar of his love and condecension now invites?
Too long has it been our custom to delay till others, more
zealous, more faithful, outstrip us in obedience, and bear
away the crown of rejoicing.
Here is a good beginning, and God has approved it by
relieving us of the usual pecuniary burden of such undertakings. It encourages a continuance of our efforts. IT CANNOT BE FOLLOWED UP EFFICIENTLY WITHOUT INCREASED SUPPORT FROM OUR FRIENDS. Let them
think of the great extension of our territory-the tens of
thousands of benighted heathen and paganized Christians,
now our fellow-citizens; and the many more thousands of
comparatively unenlightened minds pouring in upon us
from every quarter: and then let them decide of what value
to them, as individuals or a Christian denomination, are
their silver and gold,. compared with the benefits to themselves, to their country, and to the souls of men, which the
religious instruction by a few ministers of the gospel would
be able to impart, by their liberal contributions, for the field
which is now open and inviting their labors of love; and then
let them quickly encourage the Board, to make all needful
preliminary arrangements for its immediate occupancy.
HOME MISSION RECORD
Americans Leaving New Mexico-Indians Requesting
Teachers
From Rev. H. W. Read, Santa Fe, April 1, 1850
A ,great number of our American citizens or sojourners
for the time, have left recently, and among them many who
usually attend public worship with us. After they left, there
were so few who attended evening meetings it was thought
best to discontinue them.
·
Full half of the officers formerly stationed here, with the
troops 'under their command, have been ordered elsewhere.
so that our congregation on the Sabbath will not average
more than 25 person~.. There are now but six or eight
l
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American families in this city, and some of these will leave
in a few days. Indeed, nearly all the Americans now here
intend to leave the country as soon as practicable.
I am anxious to visit other parts of this country, and
particularly some of the friendly tribes of Indians, to
ascertain their wishes relative to measures for their improvement and to satisfy myself as to the practicability of
establishing schools among them. A few days since I made.
known my wish to the Governor, who readily consented to
give me "leave of absence" and offered to issue his order
for me to make a tour of observation. By this very satisfactory arrangement, I shall be furnished with a military
escort. .
·
I am particularly anxious to visit the Zunians, about
two hundred miles south-west of this. They all live in one
very compact town, numbering, according to various reports, from three to five thousand. They are not a wandering tribe, but stay mostly at home and cultivate their land
which is said to be very productive. Capt. Ker, the commandant of a military post, some 125 miles below this,
visited them recently, and has since been here. He, as well
as others who have visited them, represent th,em to be a
very superior tribe, and their Governor is said to be a very
remarkable man. He informed Capt. Ker that he was very
anxious to have teachers come among his people, establish
schools for their children, instruct them in mechanic arts
and, in a word, to have them become Americanized. The
Mochins [Moquis] are a similar class of people, living about
100 miles beyond the Zunians, but of them little is known.
My intention is to look out those places where missionaries
are most needed, and where their location is most practicable.· I cannot now tell when I shall 'start on this tour,
possibly not for two months, but it may be much sooner.
. . .

NEW MEXICO
Educational Interests in Santa Fe. The Mexicans
Desire A "Collegio." Teachers Wanted. Females Can be
Very Useful
From Rev. H. '¥:: Read, Santa Fe, Aug. 1, 1850
~
If you have rec~f~ed my<Jast two letters, you have
observed that they did not speak very encouragingly relative to the prospects of missionary labor at present in
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this country. But I have endeavored to keep you advised
of the state of things and prospects here, as they have appeared to me. At present I· feel somewhat encouraged,
principally on account of the greatly increased interest
among the people on the subject of education. I am strongly
solicited to establish an Academy or Boarding School, and
to advertise accordingly. It is believed that such an institution would be sustained, that it would secure the attendance of those who, otherwise, will go to the States to obtain
an English education. And now I can assure you that many
of the better class of Mexicans and Spaniards exhibit a
commendable pride at the idea of having such a sch'ool (or
as they call it, Collegio) in their midst, and at the metropolis
of their country. Some of our Americap population are
urging me to adopt the measure, and I am not aware of
any who oppose it. I have conversed with but few, comparatively, on this subject, owing to the wonderful political
excitement amongst us ;3 but I am fully satisfied that such
a step is feasible and practicable, and ought to be taken at
once. I would not hesitate a moment longer to comply with
the wishes and solicitations of the people, were I· situated
so that I could carry them 'out. In the first place, Mrs. Read's
health is too feeble to justify her in attempting to take even
the oversight of such a household, or to render me the
needed assistance in the school. Secondly, there are no
boarding houses here where students could be accommodated; and if there were, such an arrangement would
not suit their parents, who wish their sons and daughters
to live with my family, justly expecting that in such a case,
they would sooner become acquainted with not only our
language, but our customs generally. Had I any reasonable
expectation of being reinforced during the present summer
and fall, I would not hesitate to commence the desired
Academy at once. I am not certain, however, but I shall
3. In the summer of 1850, Santa Fe was in the throes of an attempt to effect
statehood. It was a difficult time. The military commander, Col. John Munroe, had (as
requested) called a constitutional convention; but when the citizenry proceeded to organize and operate as a State, Munroe admonished them that they must wait for approval from Washington. This they refused to do. "Governor" Manuel Alvarez and
others challenged his authority in civil matters ; the congressmen-elect left for Washington ; the state legislature began its sittings. One, of their enactments that summer ·
was the creating of Socorro County, yet the statehood effort as a whole was a failure.
Under the Compromise Bills worked out that fall ip. congress, New Mexico was made
a Territory-and also her boundaries were fixed. The ·latter, was effected by paying
Texas a good round sum for a quit-claim for her pseudo-title to all of New Mexico
which lay .east of the Rio Grande.

•
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go forward, and trust Providence to send others to our aid.
The aid most needed at present in the school is, a pious
well-educated young lady. Who will come? Is there not at
least one sister, who is willing to come even to Santa Fe to
labor in this missionary field? I trust there are many. Who
will furnish the means? Who is the brother? Or which is
the Sunday-school or the Church who will be instrumental
in blessing benighted souls in New Mexico? The principal
work to be done now is to educate the young; but with their
education, much moral and spiritual instruction may and
should be imparted. It is an encouraging fact that the
Mexican children are quick to learn. Indeed, they acquire
as readily as American children do, notwithstanding all the
disadvantages under which the former labor.· I have at
present in my school, 12 Mexican scholars, varying from
4 to 16 years of age. Some of them commenced about ten
months since with the alphabet at that time. They could
not speak a word in the English language. During this
period they have read and spelled Webster's spelling book
through twice, learned and recited the "Analysis of Sounds,"
"Directions for Pronouncing words;" "Accent, Emphasis,
and Cadence," "The Abbreviations," "Punctuation," also
a good part of the "Multiplication Table," and they have
learned to count and to talk in our language. Some are
reading in History, and are writing beautifully, and will
commence the study of Geography soon. I repeat what I
have stated to you on former ,occasions, that schools ought
to be established throughout New Mexico, at once. Who
are the men and women, the philanthropists, the Christians
who will engage in this work?
·A Successful School Among the Mexicans
August 31st
My school presents the most encouraging of all my
labors in this place. It now numbers twenty scholars,
mostly Mexicans, who are making remarkable progress in
their studies. Four of them have commenced Olney's
Geography; six are writing beautifully; and all are doing
well. As I mentioned to you in my last, I am solicited to
open a boarding school, or rather a boarding house, for the
accommodation of thnse abroad; but the feeble health of
Mrs. Read prevents it just yet.

THE REV. HIRAM WALTER READ .

121
I

NEW MEXICO
General Remarks ·
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1850

New Mexico and Chihuahua, which I consider here
principally, because they fell under my immediate observation, are neither the richest, nor the poorest States of
Mexico; but both of them have resources that never have
been fully developed. ·
Agriculture, as we have seen, is the least promising
branch of industry. The want of more water-courses, and
the necessjty of irrigation, are the principal causes; but
nevertheless, they raise every year more than sufficient for
their own consumption; the failure of crops, with starvation
of the people, is less common here than in many other
countries, because the regular system of irrigation itself
prevents it. Besides, there are large tracts in the country
fit for agriculture, but allowing no isolated settlements on
account of the Indians. Another reason, too, why farming
settlements make slow progress, is, the large haciendas.
That independent class of small farmers who occupy the
greatest part of the land in the United. States is here but
poorly represented and.the large estates cultivate generally
less ground than many smaller but independent farmers.
As a grazing country, both States are unsurpassed by
any iri the Union. Millions of stock can be raised every year
in the prairies of the high table-land and in the mountains.
Cattle, horses, mules, and sheep increase very fast; and if
more attention were paid to the improvement of the stock,
the wool. of the sheep alone could be made the exchange
of the greatest part of the present importation. But to
accomplish that, the wild Indians, who chiefly in the last
ten years have crippled all industry in stock raising, have
first to be subdued.
Mining, another main resource of the country, needs to
some degree, also, protection from the Indians, because
valuable mines have sometimes been given up from th~ir
incursions; and other districts, rich in minerals, cannot be
even explored, for the same reason.
The silver mines of the State of Chihuahua, though
worked for centuries, seem to be inexhaustible. The discovery of new mines i'3 but a common occurrence; and attracted by them, the mining population moves generally
from one place to another without exhausting the old ones.

!
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To make the mining more effectual, onerous duties and
partial restrictions ought to be abolished, and sufficient
capital to work them more thoroughly and extensively
would soon flow into the State. New Mexico seems to be as
rich in gold ore as Chihuahua is in silver; but yet, less
capital and greater insecurity have prevented their being
worked to a large extent.
To develop all those resources which nature has bestowed upon these two States, another condition of things
is wanted than at present prevails there: a just, stable and
strong government is, before all, needed, that can put down
the hostile Indians, give security of person and property
to all, allow free competition in all branches of industry,
and will not tax the people higher than the absolute wants
of the government require. Under such a government, the ·
population as well as the produce of the country, would
increase at a rapid rate; new outlets would be opened to
commerce, and· the people would not only become richer
and more comfortable, but more enlightened, too, and more
liberal.
Is there at present any prospect of such a favorable
change?
The Mexicans, since their declaration of independence,
have been involved in an incessant series of local and general revolutions throughout the country, which prove that
republican institutions have not taken root amongst them,
and that, although they have thrown off the foreign yoke,
they have not learned yet to govern themselves. It could
hardly be expected, too, that a people composed of two
different races, who have mixed but not assimilated themselves, should, after an oppression .of three centuries, at
once be fit for a republic. Fanaticism alone may overthrow
an old government, but it wants cool and clear heads to
establish a new one adapted to the people, and a certain
intellect of the whole people to maintain permanently a
republic. But this wide-spread intellect does not exist yet ·
in the mass of the Mexican populace, or they would not have
been duped, as they have been for twenty years past, by
the long succession of egotistical leaders, whose only aim
and ambition was power and plunder; and during all these
disgraceful internal revolutions, neither the general nor ·
the local government has done anything to spread more
intellect among the great mass of the people; they had
neither time nor money for it, and it did partly not suit
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their ambitious plans to govern a more enlightened people.
Where shall the enlightening of the masses and the
stability of government now come from? I cannot help
thinking that if Mexico,, debilitated by the present war,
should afterwards be left to itself, the renewal of its internal strifes will hurry it to its entire dissolution; and
what the United States may refuse at present to take as ·
the spoils of the war, will be offered to them in later years
as a boon.
,
The fate of Mexico is sealed. Unable to govern itself,
it will be governed by some other power; and if it should
not fall into worse hands than those of the United States,
it may congratulate itself, because they would respect at
least its nationality, and guaranty to it what it never had
before, republican government.-
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HOME MISSION RECORD
New Mexico
WHAT SHALL BE DONE FOR NEW MEXICO

·

4
From Rev. H. W. Read, Santa Fe,
Nov.
30,
1851
[1850]
'
The time has' come now when I must be reinforced, or
our denominational interests 5 will be thrown into the background. My duties as chaplain are sufficient for one man, .
yet all the missionary labor that has been done heretofore
ih this country, has been required of me. As my acquaintance extends, my labor constantly increases, and has become
so onerous that I am utterly unable to do all that is imperatively-demanded at my hands. You are aware that the
Mexicans do not possess the Bible, and indeed very few of
them ever heard of S\lCh a book. But all Christians and all
enlightened people know that they ought to be made acquainted with its contents. I have just commenced a system
of reading which I believe will, with the Divine blessing,

4. There are several indications in this short excerpt which show that it must
belong to the year 1850 instead of 1851. Perhaps there was an error in copying it for
publication in the Home Mission Record.
5. This denominational apprehension was doubtless occasioned by the arrival
earlier this year of a Methodist missionary, the Rev. E. G. Nicholson and his family.
Until he returned east sometime in 1852 because of his wife's health. Mr. Nicholson
seems to have found his congregation (as had Mr. Read) among the Anglos, civilian
and military. Later (Nov. 10, 1853) Mr. Nicholson returned to New Mexico with two
assistants who were to help in expanding the Methodist work to the Spanish-speaking
populatio:11. (Harwood, Thos., History of New Mexico Spanish and English Misswm
of the M. E. Church, 1850-1910, pp. 17-49.)
)
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result in good. My plan is this: I take my Spanish Bible
and go to a house, ten the family what a choice book I have,
and ask them if they would like to have me read a little of
it to them. Their consent being readily obtained I proceed
to read two or three chapters, and then go to another house,
and so on as long as time will permit. This is the only way
by which the great mass of this people can become acquainted with the Scriptures, as it is now well known here,
that not more than one in two hundred can either write,
read, or tell their own age. To me this kind of labor seems ·
to be of the first importance, and there is enough of it to be
done in this city alone, to occupy all the time of half a dozen
devoted missionaries. Judge Houghton first suggested this
kind of labor to me, and strongly recommended it. I have
conversed with other intelligent gentlemen on the subject
and they also approve of it.
HOME MISSION RECORD
New Mexico
Earnest Desire of the People For the Scriptures.
From Rev. H. W. Read, Santa Fe, Feb. 14, 1851.
'

My last Spanish Testament is gone. Some months ago
I had given away all but two copies, (one for Mrs. Read
and one for my own reading,) but being urged to furnish
copy for a Mexican living 40 miles distant, I sent my copy
to him. A few days since an intE)lligent American physician
called to get a Testam'<)nt for a poor Mexican living some 45
miles distant. The po0r man sent me word that he had no
money to pay for one, but that he would-come all the way
to Santa Fe to work for me. Who could resist such an
appeal? Mrs. Read Rent her Testament (the last we had)
to him. The doctor assured me that so great was this man's
anxiety to read the Bible, that he had often traveled a considerable distance to '¥here there was a single though much
worn copy of the Testament, and would read it for many
hours together.
.
We are greatly encouraged by seeing an increasing
desire among the people for the Scriptures. Do not fail
to send me a liberal supply of the Scriptures in the Spanish
language by the first possible opportunity. Also a very
large quantity of tracts in Spanish, English, German,. and
some in French. I should also be glad of other religious
books in Spanish.
' '
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HOME MISSION RECORD
May, 1851
Missionary Tour in New Mexico
Journal of Rev. H. W. Read, (continued from our last) 6
[Taos] , Wednesday, [January] 8th. This morning the
military officers and several other gentlemen called. During
the day I visited the priestr and several other prominent persons, to all of whom I made known the object of my visit, and
all seemed highly gratified, and promised to aid in establishing an Academy that will be both creditable and beneficial.
Thursday, 9th. Today rode through the valley south of
the town, and truly it is beautiful and productive beyond
any other part of New Mexico that I have yet seen. Called
on two Americans, who have lived in this country for many
years; they are wealthy, and will patronize the school liberally. Visited a new flouring mill, also a saw mill, objects of great interest, and sources of great wealth in this
country.
Friday, 10th. This morning, in company with Judge
Houghton, 8 Esq. C8ry, and Dr. McGruder, started to visit
Arroyo Hondo, 12 miles north of Taos. On our way called
to see the celebrated Indian Pueblo of Taos. Rode up to the
house of the Governor, alighted, secured our horses, and
ascended a ladder to the second story, where we were
warmly greeted by his Excellency. He formerly belonged
to the tribe of Kiowas, and when a child was taken prisoner
by the Pueblos, with whom he has lived ever since. For
many years he was their chief, but since he has become old,
his people have very wisely changed his commission, a:(ld
made him their governor. He has a fine intelligent countenance, and is popular with his people. By my request he took
us to visit one of the Estufas, of which there are seven in
the place; These are rooms under ground, used for Council
------~.

'

6. Evidently there was a first installment of this tour (from Santa Fe to Taos).
published in the April issue of the Home Mission Record, which we do not have. That
the tour was made in January 1851 we deduce from the dates here given and those
of the third tour.
;
7. The priest alluded to here and twice below was the Rev. Antonio Jose Mar·
tinez. He was at that time in good standing with the Roman Catholic Church, continuing to s"erve as curate at Taos until May 1856.
8. From 1846 to 1851 J oab Houghton was chief iustice of the territorial supreme
court, and therefore judge of the First. (or northern) District. After the Civil War,
he was to serve again but in the Third District (1865-69).

' ..
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chambers. The entrance is by a small trap door a perpendicular ladder. The chamber is about seven feet deep,
circular, and some twenty feet in diameter. Here, for the
first time, I saw the fire of Montezuma, which, as tradition
says, he required his people to keep constantly burning until
he returns again. It is a slow, smouldering fire, covered
with ashes, kept in a small pit three feet square, curbed
with flat stones. I asked the Governor how long it had been
burning in this place; to which he replied, that he did not
know, but long, long before he was born. I observed a
quantity of pine wood, dry as tinder, which is kept on hand,
so that in case' the fire should chance to. get low it can be
readily revived. The greatest calamity that could befall the
Pueblo would be to have the sacred fire extinguished. The
men watch and tend it alternately, relieving each other daily.
I am informed that whenever this fire, at any Pueblo, by any
means becomes extinguished, the place is at once and forever deserted. 9
This village contains four . hundred or five hundred
souls, nearly all of whom live in two enormously large
houses. They are seven stories high, running back like
terraces. Some of these people, on a former occasion, 10
'solicited me to establish a school among them. At this time
I said nothing to them on the subject, neither did I make
myself known to them. In the revolution of 1846, a severe
. battle was fought here. The warriors collected in a large
adobe church, whence they could not be expelled, until our
troops succeeded in getting a shell among them, the effect
of which was as anticipated. One tower and one wall of
the church still remain .as a memorial of the dreadful
massacre of the lamented Governor Bent, and fourteen of
his associates. These Indians cultivate considerable land,
and appear to be well supplied with the necessaries of life.
Proceeded to Arroyo Hondo, passing over some good uncultivated lands, and through a small new village, the name
of which I do not know. Arroyo Hondo; which signifies
Low River, is aptly named. It is a small rapid stream,
· 9. This old yarn of Montezuma's fire makes a pretty· tale and it was faithfully
retold to every newcomer in New Mexico. Josiah Gregg wove it into his Commerce
of the Prairies (1844) and countless others have followed suit. It is safe to say that
'
'the Pueblo Indian never heard of Montezuma except from the white man, and he is
perfeetly willing that the latter believe the tale-if said white man will lea.:e said
Indian unmolested in his secret and sacred rites.
'
10. This is the only reference in these fragmentary records to what was perhaps
Mr. Read's first tour in New Mexico.
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running. through a narrow valley, several hundred feet
below the table land and other streams in the vicinity. Two.
rniles below the outlet of the stream from the mountains,
resides a Mr. Quinn, an intelligent and enterprising
American. Our destination was to . this place. He has a
huge pile of Adobes, comprising an extensive distillery, a.
flouring mill, blacksmith-shop, · dwelling-houses store,
&c. He thinks he can secure a dozen scholars 'for the
Academy, from his neighborhood. Returned to Taos in the
evening.
Saturday, 11th. Today vi.sited several families, all of
whom are anxious to have a school established here. The
priest, who by the way, is one of the most influential men
in New Mexico, called on me to enquire .more particularly
about the school I propose to establish. He was very solicitous to know if it was the intention to teach the Protestant
religion in the school. I informed him that the object in
establishing an institution of learning here was to educate
the children and youth of both sexes; that the course of
instruction would be similar to that pursued in similar
institutions in the United States. He said he was satisfied,
and again promised to render me and the school all the
assistance in. his power. He said he would invite me to
preach in his church, but their ecclesiastical regulations
forbade it, besides, the house was very large, has no seats,
. and no means of warming it. I thanked him for his kindness, informed him that the Court-House had heen offered
me, when I should preach at 3 o'clock, and invited him and
his people to attend.
Sunday, 12th. This morning attended mass. Many hundreds of Mexicans present, probably not one .of whom understood a word that was said, as what little was read was
not above a whisper and in Latin. It is not customary for
the priests of this country to preach to the people, and as
only about one in three hundred can read, their opportunities for instruction are very limited. At the time appointed for preaching, the house was literally crammed.
The priest accepted a seat in the desk with me. The exercises were commenced by singing the missionary hymn.
I preached from 2nd Cor., V :20, "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ," &c. It was an interesting occasion, and
such an one as ever preached here by a protestant minister,
and in the congregation were several of my own National
brethren, who probably have not heard a sermon for the last
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twenty or thirty years. The Lord gave me much freedom.
in presenting his claims, and my prayer is, that this first
sown seed here will produce some fruit to the glory of his
name. 0 ! for the time to come, when the Gospel shall be
preached throughout New Mexico.
Roll swiftly round, ye wheels of time,
And bring the welcome day.
HOME MISSION RECORD
June, 1851

Missionar11 Tour in New Mexico
Journal of Rev. H. W. Read, (continued from our last.)
Foundation For An Academy Laid
Monday morning, [January] 13th·- I have just furnished Mr. Josephs (a wealthy merchant) with a plan of a
School room, and quarters for a teacher's family, which he
is to build by the first of July next, and the use of which
he is to give for the instruction of his two little boys ! I
have also just given to Messrs. Wooton & Williams a plan .
for furnishing the school room, the lumber for which is
gratuitously given by Esq. Cary. The object of my visit
to this place is satisfactorily completed. The foundation
for a good Academy, I trust, is permanently laid. Judge
Houghton and others h:we rendered me valuable assistance.
9 o'clock A. M. I am now ready to commence my homeward journey. Capt. Gordon sends some soldiers to escort
me through the mountains.U
The Taos Valley
La Jolla,12 Monday evening. - On leaving Taos this
morning passed through a portion of the valley I had not
before visited. It is apparently very productive and highly
cultivated. The Taos valley within a circuit of a few miles,
contains about 6000 inhabitants; and all things considered,
this is one of the most promising missionary stations in
all this country. There is perhaps, more intelligence, more
wealth, less vice and less poverty in this section than in
any other of the same extent in New Mexico. A missionary
11. This was probably Capt. Wm. H. Gordon, 3rd U. S. Infantry.
· 12. This "La J oya" was between .Embudo and Los Luceros coming south. Another plaza of this name down the Rio Grande toward Socorro is mentioned later.
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can live here at comparatively little expense, as- the necessaries of life are here raised in abundance, and consequently
obtained at a low rate. ·
A Mexican's Idea of the Time
Requisite for An Education
Had a safe passage through the mountains, and arrived here at 4 P.M. Put up at the house of a Mr. Val DaisP
Here is a large family all uneducated. Two boys have just
gone to Santa Fe to attend my school for 3 months, their
parents supposing that a sufficient time for them to acquire
a good education. I assured the old gentleman that it would
require nearly that time to straighten their tongues: or in
other words to teach them to pronounce words in our
language.
Education Unnecessary For Girls.
My host kindly invited me to attend a Fandango to
which his family were going, and seeme.d somewhat surprised
that I should decline. But I told him I prefered to spend
the evening in telling, him the importance and benefits of
educating his children. He admitted that is was well to
educate the boys, but education was unnecessary for the
girls; poi11ting to his wife as an illustration; saying that
"she knows nothing." Before the subject
was dismissed
•
he promised to send two of his daughters to school next
summer,
· I am satisfied that it is only necessary to present the
subject of education properly to this people to have them
see the importance of it. Here also a school ought to be
established.
Fortunate Escape From a Mad Dog.
Tuesday morning. Jan. 14th. - Resumed my journey
at 9 o'clock, reached Canada at 11, fed and rested my horse
for an hour, and again started for home. 14 Had not gone
more than a mile when a large rabid dog made a furious
attack upon me and my horse, but we succeeded in outrunning him until I could bring a holster pistol to bear upon
him, which put an end to his career. Reached home at 3'
13. Correct phonetically, but the Spanish name is Valdez.
14. His stop was at Santa Cruz de Ia Canada, the second oldest Spanish plaza of
New Mexico, better known today as "Santa Cruz."
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P. M. thankful to my heavenly Father for his kind watch
and care over me and my precious wife during my absence.
HOME MISSION RECORD
Rev. Mr. Read's Third Tour
(Extracts from a Journal of a missionary tour through
portions of New Mexico, Old Mexico and Texas, by Rev.
H. W. Read, Chaplain U. S. Army, and missionary of the
American Baptist Home Mission Society, dated May 1,
1851.)
The Forward March
'
Under orders from Col. Munro,l 5 left Santa Fe on
Tuesday P. M., March 4th [1851], in company with Maj.
Hagner,1 6 his clerk, servant, and an escort of six men. I
was mounted on my horse, gun in hand, a brace of pistols
in the holsters on my saddle, wore a broad-brimmed white
wool hat, short beaver-overcoat, buckskin pantaloons, and
thick boots. For the first few miles the snow and mud inade
traveling difficult. Our course Southerly. Reached Delgado's ·
Rancho at 5 P. M., where we obtained .lodgings. Distance
16 miles.
Narrow Escapes
This evening came near being shot by the careless discharge of a gun in the hands of a soldier. Thankful for
the gracious preservation of my life. The well known "Delgado's Rancho" is an old delapidated pile of adobes, at
present occupied only by peones or Mexican slaves.
Wednesday morning half-past 7 o'clock, as we were
preparing to start Maj. Hagner was accidentally shot,
providentially; however, not much injured; the ball grazed
his hand, passed through his coat, vest, and shirt on his
right side, hence through the carriage, leaving no farther
traces of its course. The wounded hand being dressed we
proceeded on our way, thinking and talking of the protection
of providence, also resolving to be more cautious in future.
15. At this time, John Munroe was major 2nd U. S. Artillery,• but he had been
brevetted "Colonel" in the Mexican War. When Chaplain Read arrived in July 1849,
Col. John M. Washington was serving as both civil and military governor, but in
October 1849 he was succeeded by Colonel Munroe. The latter served in the civil
·capacity until James S. Calhoun took over on March 3, 1851; and Munroe continued
as military commander until relieved by Col. E. V. Sumner in July.
16. John Randall Hagner was major, Paymaster Dept., 1850-56.
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Reached Algodonis (cotton wood) at 3 P. M., in
a tremendous storm of wind and dust. 17 Distance 25 miles.
Put up at a Mexican house, there being no American family
in the place. Population 300, mostly very poor.
Thursday 6, rose early, very cold. The valley on which
we shall travel most of the way on this tour, at this place
is some three miles wide, easily irrigated; but the indolence
of the people is always likely to prevent them from obtaining
the comforts of life. A few beans, a little corn, a good deal
of tobacco, and large quantities of red peppers comprise
their principal stock of provisions. And this is true of all
the poorer class of Mexicans. Resumed our journey at
eight and a half o'clock. For a few miles but little land
cultivated.
Better Management
Six miles from Algodonis, came to Bernalillo, the
prettiest place I have yet seen in New Mexico. It contains
some 300 souls, and is famous for its superior grapes and
peaches. The houses are good, the garden walls high and
capped with cactus to prevent the depredations of thieves
with which this country abounds. - Passed through the
small Pueblo of San Dia. These people are very industrious,
and gain a good livelihood by agriculture. Arrived at Albuquerque at 2 P. M. Put up with Capt. Ker, who showed
me so much kindness when crossing the "Plains" nearly
two years since. 18 Took ·tea, and spent the evening at Mr.
West's. Enjoyed a precious season of social worship.
Friday 7th, detained here today;, Maj. Hagner paid
the troops. This is one of the most important places in
New Mexico. It contains. about 1500 inhabitants, is a
military post, and several American families ,reside here,
and on the whole it bids fair to become a place of great
importance. The inconvenience of hauling wood 18 miles
is not considered very great. The principal productions of
the country together with grapes and peaches, do extremely
well here.
Trouble Apprehended
Saturday 8th, resumed our journey at 8 A. M. Forded
the river, and started toward Cibolletta. But before leaving
17. Delga,dp's Ranch and Algodones were regular stopping-places for travelers
going south. In 1855, W. W. H. Davis made the same stops when en route from Santa
Fe to Fort Defiance ( El Gringo, 389) .
18. Croghan Ker .at this time was captain 2nd U. S. Dragoons. He resigned his
commission Nov. 10, 1851.
•

•

'
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the river filled our water casks and canteens, as we shall
probably find no water for the next two days. - As this is a
more dangerous part of the journey our escort is doubled.
We have a baggage wagon and a carriage or ambulance.
Capt. Dodge, son of Gen. Dodge, of Wisconsin, whom we
met at this place accompanied us. 18a For fifteen miles the
road runs through a sand desert, rendering the traveling
slow and difficult. The general face of the country is undulating, producing grass but is destitute of water. Eighteen
miles from A. crossed the Rio Puerco, (Muddy River),
which is now dry. Six miles farther on reached the "timber_,"
which is only a clump of cedar bushes and a few small trees.
Here we encamped.
We were now in the range of the Nabajoes. Kept a strong
guard and a large fire all night. I slept on the ground, or
rather tried to sleep, but could not on account of the cold,
and the incessant howling of the wolves.
Sunday 9th, regretted the necessity of traveling today,
but could not avoid it, as I am traveling in company with
others whose affairs I cannot control. * * * * *

Unpleasant Neighbors
Late in· the. evening came to some small settlements,
the people of which cultivate small quantities of ·land
bordering a small muddy stream, the name of which I did
. not learn. Two or three springs of good water in the
vicinity. Here the people are liable at any moment to be
robbed of their property or their families by the warlike
Nabajoes, and for their security they have· many little
stone. forts, where a watch is kept most of the summer
season when their stock is grazing, and I observed two or
three very small villages located in the tops of the rocks,
the houses not only having rocks for their foundations, but
built of and among rocks. At sundown reached Cibolletta where we were kindly received and hospitably entertained
,by the officers stationed here.
v
Monday ·lOth, visited the few Americans and a few
Mexicans of this place, and learned that this town contains
some 300 souls, besides the troops, of which there are two
!Sa. Henry Linn Dodge was not a captain in the U. S. Army but of a Volunteer
Company which participated in the Navajo campaign under Colonel Washington, in
the field from Santa Fe August 16 to September 23, 1849. His father, Henry Dodge
of Wisconsin, and a brother, Augustus Caesar Dodge of Iowa, were both serving in
the U. S. Senate. (Annie H. Abel, ed., Official Correspondence of James S. Calhoun,.
pp. 38, 334) .
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companies. The post is commanded by Col. Chandler. The
other officers consist of one Captain, one Physician and
two Lieutenants. Three of the officers have families with
them.
This place is located far up among the mountains of
the Nabajo country, and. is not worth what it costs the
Government to protect it for one month.

A Truly Pitable Condition

r

•

j

•

I

The people are ignorant and indolent in the extreme.
The commanding officer assured me that whenever one of
his mules died numbers of these people would collect and
strip off all the flesh for food.
r
Tuesday 11th, detained today, and as there is but
little interest here, especially to one who has no time to
waste, the hours dragged heavily. A famous half-tamed
Nabajo Chief named Sandoval, who resides in this vicinity,
came into town today to sell some captives of his own
nation which he has recently took prisoners.-He sold one·
young man of 18 years of age for thirty (30) dollars. * * *19
Friday, 14th, passed on and put up at Tome. Distance
16 miles. Tome is a small dilapidated village, most of the
houses fast going to decay. Formerly vast herds of cattle
were raised here, as there is much good grazing land and
plenty of water, but the Indians have robbed the inhabitants
until they are miserably poor.

Trying To Do Good
Went out to distribute tracts, saw about fifty women
on their knees on the street, responding "Amen," as an old
man recited some prayer. I observed that at short distances
small crosses were placed in the· ground ; around these the
women knelt while the prayer was repeated, then all rose
and proceeded to the next. ·In this way they traversed the
whole town. Gave a man a tract, which he soon sent back,
being afraid to keep it. Spent the evening in reading the
Testament to a group of people.
Saturday 15th, started at 8 o'clock. For several miles
there is but little land under cultivation. Most of the people
in this vicinity appear to be be very poor.
19. The section here omitted (for March 12-13) would show that the party
turned back from Cebolleta, for we next find them at the little old plaza of Tome
which is in the Rio Grande valley, about twenty-three mile8 below Albuquerque.
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Encouragement to Labor
Passed some small villages and reached La Jolla, (La
Hoyah,-The Hole) at sundown. 20 Put up with a Mexican,
there being no American in town. Immediately commenced
distributing tracts to such as could read, and scores of
persons followed me from house to house, and persons were
running from every part of the town either to get a tract
or to hear 'me read. One man showed his gratitude for a
tract. I had given one to his son who could read, by offering
me a dollar for "Esta buen librito"-That good little book.
Spent the latter part of the evening with the family of an
intelligent aged Mexican. Read to them the third chapter
of John's Gospel. When I had finished it, the old man
desired to read. He then read the fourth and part of the
fifth chapters, often pausing to praise the book, and to
express his delight at having the privilege of holding for
the first time in his life, the Bible in his hands, and reading
. a portion of it. He entreated me to leave it with him, but
I was obliged to refuse him, telling him at the same time,
that it was all I had, but that I had friends in the States
who would send me a great many in a few months, when I
would send him one. This exhibits the desire of many
Mexicans to obtain and become acquainted with the Scriptures. I hope that Christians in the States will send me
enough to supply this Territory.
Sunday 16th, obliged to travel a few miles today. Had
· expected to reach Socorro last evening. Passed through
Limita [Lemitar], a thriving town of some 300 ·souls. Gen.
Armijo, formerly Governor of New Mexico resides here.
This place is situated in a most beautiful portion of the
valley. Arrived at Socorro at 2 P. M. Distance 20 miles.
Monday 17th, called on several of the most influential
·persons in town, and all seemed interested in the success of
my present mission.

I .

'

'
Mormons in New Mexico
Visited several Mormons who are on their way to the
"sure land of promised rest and safety,"-The Colorado.
They seem to be a simple-hearted ingenuous people.-Their
prophet, in whom they have formerly reposed implicit con20. From Tome, they were following down the camino real on the east side of the
Rio Grande. This "La J oya" was about two-thirds of the way to Socorro--but that
place was on the west sid~, and they seem to have crossed over at Lemitar. Mr. Read's
translation is at fault, for La Joya means "the jewel."
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:fidence, and his father have purchased a large farm, and
located near Socorro.21
A Mexican Military Friend
Tuesday 18th, in company with Dr. Hammond, visited
Parida, a small town 4 miles distant, and thence proceeded
to Limita and called on Gen. Armijo. 22 The Gen. is about
50 years of age, large size, sociable and communicative, and
is altogether the most enlightened Mexican that I have met.
He has possessed himself of most of the ancient histories
which are translated irito the Spanish language, and these
he has read and even studied .. He appears to be very
anxious to secure the good will of the Americans, especially
as he is not liked by the Mexicans. By invitation we dined
with the General. All the furniture of the table was massive
silver.
HOME MISSION RECORD
September, 1851
Rev. Mr. Read's Third Tour,' No. 2

A Rich Valley
'
Wednesday 19th, left
Socorro at 10 A. M. The whole
valley in this vicinity is very fertile, producing most of the
grain and fruits of the country. Grapes and peaches are
raised in great abundance. Indeed this is one of the very
best portions of New Mexico. Fifteen miles below is Bigs'
Rancho, where government stock is pastured. At this
point the valley is ten or twelve miles wide. Wild geese
and ducks are very abundant. Ten miles further on again
struck the river, where we encamped. Here is a beautiful
meadow bottom with much large timber. It is called Val
Verde, (Greenvale).
Thursday 20th. left camp at 8 o'clock, crossed the river
and after a ride of ten or twelve miles reached a grove of
timber, and where all persons traveling this way halt to
feed, rest and obtain a supply of wood and water before
entering the Jornada .. This camping ground is called Fra
. · 21. Could these have been stragglers fro~ the Mormon Battalion of 1846 ? Davis,
previously cited, stayed overnight in Socorro with an ex-Mormon (op. cit., 365.) The
reference to their prophet and "his father':- is unintelligible.
22. This was Don Manuel Armijo, last governor under the Mexican regime. Of
him also Davis has quite a little to say. Parida was east of the river and a little ·

upstream.~~m there~.:c:o:;d

~~P.·

again to· the west side and

up~tream

to Lemitar.
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Cristobal. Arrived at this place at noon; halted until 4
P.M. Our watercasks filled and wood taken in, we resumed
our journey at four.

The Jornada (pronounced Hornada)
For the first five miles the road leads up a gradual ascent, afterwards the land is slightly undulating. The road is
remarkably good. Indeed, I could scarcely realize that this
was the dreaded "Journey of the Dead" as the name of this
prairie signifies. Had a large escort, half of whom rode in
advance, the remainder after the waggons. Traveled until
we reached the Alaman, (so called after some Germans who
were murdered here some years since) and encamped, having made 40 miles since four P. M. It was now half past twelve
o'clock. The Jornada (Hornada) is usually tr~veled in the
night, as there is less danger from the Indians and because
water is seldom found here. The night was very cold. Indeed,
I am informed that during the hottest weather the nights
on this desert are quite cool. ··
Friday 21st, a delightful morning; the sun shining as
cheerfully upon this terrible desert-waste as though it was
habitable and inhabited. During the whole of this day, the
road has been as good as the best McAdamized roads in the
States. Saw no live animals except a wolf in full chase after
·a rabbit, and a few birds. During the afternoon passed the
Point of Rocks, the most dangerous part of the road, inasmuch as the rocks afford a shelter for Indians close by the
roadside, and also an opportunity to retreat over the hills
where it would be next to impossible to follow them.
Every great thoroughfare in this country has its noted point
of rocks, and travelers should be on their guard in approaching them, as Indians may be secreted so as to betray no evidence of their vicinity. At this place we met a solitary foot
passenger going to Socorro ; said he was not afraid, that he
was anxious to go and could not wait for company. He had
a blanket, a loaf of bread, a canteen of water, ;;t flask of
whiskey, brace of pistols and a heavy walking club.
Three JI.liles farther on are the Ponds of Perillo, (Ponds
of Peril,) so called from their dangerous proximity to the
point of rocks. 23 No water in them. Twenty-two miles far23. This placename should be spelled "Perrillo" and means "little dog." The
name derives from an historical incident of 1598 when Don Juan de Onate and the
first colonists were coming north. At this point on the Jornada when they were in
desperate need of water, a small dog returned to camp with muddied paws. They
backtrailed him and found the waterholes .
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ther on, brought us once more to the river, and to the end of
the Jornada. This camping ground is called Roblero. Arrived
here at four P. M., having been just twenty-four hours on
the desert. Distance ninety miles. The journey of the dead,
as the name given to this desert signified, is a misnomer.
From many accounts which I had heard of it, I expected to
see graves and human bones scattered along the whole distance, but on the contrary, there are but three graves, nor
did I see a single human bone. Neither are there half as
many carcasses of animals on the whole route as I have frequently noticed in a distance of two miles in the vicinity of
Santa Fe. And this is not so barren a desert as has been represented. Nearly the whole distance there is a luxuriant
growth of grass, which indicates a naturally good soil, and
would produce abundantly could it be watered. .Several
varieties of Cactus, a species of Maguey, the Soap plant, and
some other shrubbery are very abundant and grow to a great
size. 24 Halted for half an hour, and then started for Dofia
Ana, 8 miles distant where we arrived at eight o'clock P. M.
Capt. Buford kindly invited me to accept a room at his quarters.25 Glad to sleep in a house again.
This is comparatively a new town, containing some 200
souls. It is a military post, commanded by Maj. Shepherd. 26
There is much fine land in the vicinity, and considerable timber.
Public Worship, the First Sermon
Sunday 23d, arrangements having been made for public worship, at ten A. M., the officers, the two companies of
soldiers, all the Americans, and several Mexicans assembled,
when I tried to preach to them the Gospel. Also read the 4th
chapter of John both in English and in Spanish. Capt B
/

'

. ·.

--.

24. It may be of interest to note that a large stretch of the country here described J:tas for ·some years past been a reserve of the U. S. National Forest.
25. Abraham Buford was Iieut., 1st U. S. Dragoons, but had been brevetted
ucaptain" for distinguished service in the Mexican War. In the Civil War he was on
the Confederate side as a brigadier general.
26. Oliver Lathrop Shepherd was capt., 3rd U. S. Infantry, but was brevetted
HMajor" for service in the Mexican War. In the Civil War he was to distinguish himself on the Union side. Six months later (September 1851), this post was abandoned,
the troops being moved south to the Bracito grant and used in the building of Fort
Fillmore. (Maude McFie [Bloom], "A History of Mesilla Valley," unpublished thesis,
·'
1903, State College.)
Also among these colonists was one Pedro Robledo of 60 years and four sons. The
father died on the way and was buried at the last camping place (coming north)
before the trail entered the Jornada. Records of both these incidents may be found
in Colecci6n de documentos ineditos . . de Indias, xvr, 247-8.
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informed me that this was the first sermon ever preached in
Dofia Ana. I trust it will not be the last.

--7

A Good Land to Be Possessed
Half past 1 P. M., left D. A. The valley for ten miles is
broad and fertile. Wood, water and grass abundant. Drove
fifteen miles and encamped on a beautiful bottom where we
found a new unoccupied house, of which we took peaceable
possessionfor the night. MUCh timber here.
Tuesday 25th, started at. 7 o'clock. Passed hundreds
and hundreds of acres of choice land which might be cultivated but for the Apache Indians who roam over this region.27 At half past 10, passed the famous battle ground
where Col. Doniphan had a skirmish with some Mexican
lancers. 28 No land under cultivation for forty miles. Passed"Fronteras, or White~s..Raqcho, 9 miles from EL Paso. Her~
the valley te:t;Il).ipates. The road follows a serpentine course
o~_r allii . among the hills for seven miles. The river is com. pressed intO""a narrow passage between high bluffs; and
thus the river literally passes through the mountains-hence
the name El Paso-'-()r The Pass. Just after emerging from
the hills, passed an American-fashioned stone house-the
first I have seen in this country. Near by, Mr. Hart is erecting a stone flouring and saw mill. 29 There is probably no
mill for sawing lumber between this place and Santa Fe, a
distance of nearly 300 miles.
·
HOME MISSION RECORD
New Mexico Stretching Forth theHand to God
From Mrs. Alzina A. J. Read, Santa Fe, March 28th [1851]
We feel, dear brother, that we cannot give up this co11ntry, and we feel an increasing confidence that God's own
hand has pointed-us, as a denomination, to this portion of
his vineyard, in a manner too signal to be disregarded. And
that this is so, we think none can doubt who remember the
past history of the country;- the little interest that was felt
for it among Christians of all denominations, who were
' sending missionaries to all other parts of the inhabited
27. This is an impression of the famous Mesilla Valley as it was in 1851.
28. The battle of Brazito occurred on Christmas Day, 1846.
29. These were the residence and mill of Judge Simeon Hart, but what Mr. Read
means by "American-fashioned" is not c1ear. Davis called it "a large Spanish-built
house." ( op. cit., 376).
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world, and yet not one among them all for benighted New
Mexico. Simultaneously with California it became a part
of our beloved United States, and while the attention of
many was directed towards California, and ministers of
all denominations were . inquiring their duty relative to
that field, who, 0! who thus felt for New Mexico Whose
heart, fired with love to God and immortal souls, exclaimed,
"Here am I, send me" to preach the unsearchable riches of
Christ to the 100,000 benighted, superstitious, and worse
than Pagans, in that wretched land? And even we who are
here, our friends know, would perchance never have turned
our attention hither, but for the strange and unexpected
providences which diver:ted us from our anticipated field,
and here detained us in a manner which seemed to say,
"Thus far and no further shalt thou go." And yet our rebellious hearts felt almost to say, "Not so, Lord." California
was our destined home, and there we desired to labor. We
have sometimes felt that for this our trials here were all
deserved: and if so we bless our Father for them, for those
very trials have endeared the country to us, and we rejoice
that though all unworthy, we have been permitted, as we
humbly trust, to do some little for the cause of the Savior
here. We feel ourselves identified with the interests of the
country, but we desire assistance, and need some pious, devoted brethren and sisters to come to our aid. The people
know nothing of the denominational difference existing in
the States, but I am told they have learned that there is a
difference between the three ministers here, 30 and they think
Mr. Read is the most correct because he is a ·Baptist-supposing him to be more particularly a follower of John the
Baptist; and they seem to expect that all other clergymen
and teachers will be the same.
When we first commenced labor here we were told by
Col. Washington, and many others who were, from long residence in the country able to judge of our prospects of succ~ss with this people, that our work must be emphatically
"a work of faith," that we must not expect to see immediate
results if ever, but must be content to labor to prepare the
way for others. But after our school had been only nine
months in operation; some of these same people visited it
with Col. Washington, when they remarked that when we
'

'

30. The two ministers besides her husband to whom Mrs. Read thus alludes were
the Rev. E; G. Nicholson, Methodist, who came in 1850 and ·(probably) the Rev.
William G. Kephardt ·who was commissioned as a Presbyterian missionary for New
'
Mexico that
same year but just when he arrived seems not to be known. '
'

-
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commenced, they did not think that "three years of unremitting toil" would have effected what they there saw, and
yet what they then witnessed was very little compared to
what is now apparent. I mention this to show you that we
are not entirely without hope of accomplishing something
even here. The people are said to be a jealous people; I do
not know but they are, they assuredly have had enough to
make them jealous. of Americans, but their confidence once
obtained, they are trusting to a fault; and a wise, judicious
teacher will soon acquire an almost unlimited in'fluence over
them, so that they will readily, nay eagerly, listen to his
instruction and preaching. Now wherever Mi. Read preaches they flock to hear him in crowds, and priests often attend also when they expect to be able to understand. At first
they 'were suspicious of our tracts and books, but now they
seek for them often with great anxiety, and many, very many
are almost daily importuning us to· send to you for Bibles.
I say you, because they understand there is such a society
laboring for their benefit. Since my husband has been absent, or for the last five or six weeks, we have received more
calls by· such than during our entire residence in the country. Saturday is the day for those who live at great distances
to come to town, to remain ·during the Sabbath and our fine
spring weather permits many to come, and they sometimes
fill my house, asking for Bibles, books and tracts, and desiring to converse about our religion; and although many
doubtless are influenced· by curios1ty, some recently have
evinced a deep interest. Last Saturday morning they commenced very early to call, and before 10 a. m. I distributed
more than three dozen Spanish tracts, many of them for the
most distant parts of New Mexico. Seated on the floor, a
motley group, covered by their variegated "serapes," their
heads shaded by their broad brimmed "sombreros," some of
them neat and clean, but many of them filthy in the extreme,
jabbering their barbarous Spanish (their language is so
corrupted as to be -hardly understood by good Castilian
scholars.) I could but feel, while looking at them, that they
were as verily heathen as earth contains. And .yet they all
have immortal souls, and I doubt not that some of the priceless jewels that cluster around the Savior's glory, will be
called from among· this now degraded people. 0 how this
thought encourages me to lose sight of, or look beyond, their
present wretchedness, and keeping the vision of faith fixed
only on their future redemption and glory, labor· only to

'
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promote them. Some came to see if our Bibles, which we told
them some time ago, we hoped to obtain, had arrived, and
when I told them no, they wished me to read some for them
which they could remember,.and tell their friends at home.
Yesterday one of the most influential men of the country, formerly a governor of this place, and long an officer
of rank in the Mexican army, came with another of the same
class 31 to obtain books, and sitting down, he read a tract
aloud, often exclaiming good. He wished to engage five
Bibles to send into the lower country. We are greatly embarrassed for want of Bibles. When people come a great distance for them, we are pained to be obliged to refuse them,
especially at the thought that they will perhaps never come
again, or be willing to receive them. It is so short time since
they have been willing to take them, that we would like to
supply every one "Not knowing which will prosper, this or
that," but praying and hoping that God will bless some. We
do hope that some Bibles will be sent us at the earliest possible date.
HOME MISSION RECORD
October, 1851
Rev. Mr. Read's Third Tour, No. 3
El Passo
One mile and a half brought us to El Passo. This is a
military post commanded by Major Van Horne.3 2
Wednesday, 26th.-All this day occupied in making observations and inquiries relative to the establishment of an
Academy and Boarding School at this place. El Passo, on
the American side of the river is called Franklin. Formerly
it was only a single rancho which is now occupied by the
troops. Two or three other small buildings have since been
erected, so that it is but a very small place. But the proprietor informed me .that he is now making arrangements to
build extensively this season. 33 He is to lay out a regular
31. Perhaps some reader can suggest the identity of these two gentlemen.
32. Jefferson Van Horne was captain, 3rd U. S. Infantry, but brevetted ''Major"
for service in the Mexican War. He died Sept. 28, 1857.
33. According to Owen White (Out of the Desert: The Historical Romance of
El Paso, 43), Franklin Coontz was appointed postmaster in 1852 for the stage-station
which had been iocated at his ranch. He was given the privilege of naming the office-and he ·modestly gave it his own name "}""ranklin." But here is evidence that the name
was in use a year earlier, and "the proprietor" was planning to lay out a regular
town 1
l\:1r. Read's account nee~s some clarifying~ Em~rging from the gorge~ he found
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town and offer good inducements for settlers to locate there.
It will doubtless be a place of much importance ere long. By
the recent adjustment of the boundary between Texas and
New Mexico, this place is in Texas. It is a military post, and
probably will long remain so. There are two companies stationed here. Mrs. Lieut. Wilkins is the only American lady
here:34 The climate, is delightful. Fruit, such as grapes,
pears, peaches, quinces, apples, appricots, and some figs are
abundant. In company with Dr. Stone, visited El Passo, on
the Mexican
side of the river. This is a beautiful place. The
'
town extends several miles, and appears like one coritinu,ous,
highly cultivated garden. This is the port of entry from New
Mexico and northern Texas. I called on the priest Ramond
Ortiz, who figured largely during Doniphan's campaign in
this country. 35 He is, as he has been represented an intelli- ·
gent, shrewd man, and exerts a greater influence than any
other man in the State of Chihuahua. In the afternoon recrossed the river and in company with Major Van Horne,
called on Mr. McGoffin, to whom I had a letter of introduction,·
'

34. John Darragh Wilkins was 2nd Iieut., 3rd_u;8. Infant~. brevetted "1st
Lieut." for gallant service in Mexico.
/_.
35. Padre Ramon Ortiz and ManuevArmendiiriz were the. two commissioners
sent by the Mexican government in 1849;' after the loss of New Mexico to the United
States, to encourage and aid Mexican citizens to migrate to Old Mexico. Bancroft,
op. cit., 472-3.

---

himself at Hart's mill. About a mile from there (and where the Mills Building stands
today) was Coontz' Rancho; and a long half-mile farther was Magoffinville (though
Read does not use this name), the residence and buildings of James W. Magofl'in.
Then another mile east (down the valley) was a large ranch belonging to Hugh
Stephenson.
In 1848, a detachment of the 1st U .. S. Dragoons under Maj. Benjamin Beall
arrived at the Coontz ranch and camped there for some months. Maj. D. B. Sanger
(The Story of Fort Bliss, 8) states that after the War Department created (Sept.
14, 1848) the military post of "El Paso," four companies and regimental headquarters
of the 3rd U. S. Infantry arrived under Maj. Van Horne and got temporary quarters
at Magoffinviiie. But J. R. Bartlett, in his Personal Narrative of Explorations, 1850-8;
says that the military post was at the Coontz ranch for about three years under Maj.
Van Horne; and in his account the Rev. Mr. Read seems to corroborate this as of
March 1851.
Perhaps Mr. Read thought that the name "Franklin" included both the Magofl'in
and the Coontz' places, but Owen White (op. cit., 42) remarks: ."A nian undertaking
to make the trip from Coontz' Rancho to Magofl'inville did so at the imminent risk
of losing his scalp in the middle of what is now San Antonio street."
.
\Ve might· add that the name "Franklin" continued in use until 1859 and
survives even today in "Franklin Mountain." The more appropriate "El Paso" gradually (from 1858) supplanted "Franklin" and in 1873 became the corporate name.
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also on Mr. Stevenson. 36 These men are perhaps 50 years of
age, have lived in this country about 25 years have large
families and are wealthy.-They will do much towards aiding our plans.
San Elesario
Thursday, 27th,-Today went to SanElesario, in Texas,
a distance of 25 miles. This is the most southern station of
the 9th military department. It is commanded by Capt.
Johns.37 It is situated on an island, about 40 lineal [miles]
long, and averaging 5 or 6 wide. 38 Went down on the Mexican side some 12 miles. Nearly all the way the land is highly cultivated, and produces abundantly. After crossing the
river to the island, found the soil about the same as in Mex-.
ico. Passed through the towns of Isleta and Socorro. The
first contains about 200 inhabitants, the other twice as
many. At Socorro, 4 men were recently convicted of murder
and hung-all on one tree.
The town of Presidio de San Elesario (Fort of St. Eliasor) contains some 500 souls. It is a beautiful place. This
too, appears like a large garden. The same fruits are found
here as at El Passo. Property here is very cheap.
The Banner of the Cross Unfurled . ·
Lord's Day, March 30th-Having returned to El Passo
I

•

36. Hugh Stephenson was of German descent and his wife was Mexican. He
had been in the country so long that the natives did not regard him as an "American."
His name and that of a son Horace were associated for many years with an old Spanish mine in the Organ Mts. east of Las Cruces, best known in mining history as the
"Stephenson," or (after the Civil War) as the "Stephenson·Bennett."
We are told (Maude McFie, op. cit.) that Stephenson acquired a two-thirds interest in the Bracito Grant, he taking the part lying to the north. It would be interesting to know what it cost him, for in 1851 he leased a square mile. of it to the
federal government for twenty years for the astonishing sum of $200,000.00! (ibid.)
This- was for the establishing of Fort Fillmore, mentioned in a previous note.
After the Civil War, the federal authorities tried, through the New Mexico courts,
to confiscate the properties of a number of ex-Confederates. Suit was instituted in
1865 against Stephenson for his Bracito property and mines in the Organ Mts. But,
like ·Simeon Hart, he was a resident of El Paso and such confiscations were later
(1868) reversed by the U. S. Supreme Court. (v. Tittmann, in N. M. Hist. Rev., IV,
140-3.)
37. William Brooke Johns, capt. 3rd U. S. Infantry, distinguished himself in the
Mexican War. His name was dropped at the outbreak of the Civil War.
38. The missing word seems to be "miles." Old San Elceario (modern Elizario)
was located on the south side of the river, but through the centuries-and even decades-the changing stream-bed has changed the local geography for many a town.
J. R. Bartlett gave the length of the island as twenty miles ; and said that on it
also were the towns of Isleta and Socorro.
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a day or two since, Major Van Horne made arrangements
for public service on the military plaza, (there being no
house large enough,) and I gladly embraced the opportunity
of unfurling the banner of the cross for the first time in this
place. The assembly was large, and consisted of all the officers, soldiers, (two companies,) American and Mexican
citizens from both sides of the river. It was· an interesting,
and I trust a profitable season.

The Homeward JoU1·ney
The object of my visit to this part of the country is now
accomplished, and I feel anxious to return to my home as
soon as practicable, to relieve my faithful and feeble wife
of the onerous duties which devolve upon her in my absence.
Wednesday, April 2nd-Left El Paso 31st, at 9 A. M.,
and reached Do~a Ana at 3 P. M., which place we again left
at 9 A. M. Went to the river, 8 miles, and halted for the day
previous to entering upon the Jornada. At 4 P. M., again
entered the desert, passed the point of rocks in safety,
though long after dark. Traveled untill o'clock, and encamped, having made about 50 miles.
Thursday, 3d-Started at 7. Saw a large flock of antelopes, and during the day, saw several droves, but all very
wild. Reached Fra Cristobal at 4 P.M., and encamped. Thus
, have we twice passed the Jornada in safety.
Saturday, 5th-Arrived at Socorro at 11, A. M.
!

.

Labors of Another Sabbath
Lord's Day, 6th-Had an opportunity to preach to a
large audience. Many Mexicans present. All paid good attention.
Monday, 7th-Left Socorro at half-past 10 A. M. Traveled about 25 miles and encamped in a grove opposite La
Jolla. This is considered one of the most dangerous places on
the road.
Wednesday,_ 9th-Reached Albuquerque at noonLeaving my traveling companions here, at half-past six, in
the evening, I resumed my journey alone. Rode to Algodonis,
25 miles, and after an hour's search, found some corn for
my horse, a piece of bread for myself, and staid until daylight.
Thursday, lOth-Today I ascended an almost impas-
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sable mountain, even for goats, 39 and finally, after a ride of
40 miles reached home at 5 P. ;M. grateful, I trust, to find my
dear wife in usual health. I have been absent 38 days, traveled 960 miles, and I trust have laid the foundation for much
good to the people of New Mexico.
HOME MISSION RECORD
November, 1851
Rev. H. W. Read

II

A letter -has reached us from Rev. H. W. Read, our
missionary to New Mexico, dated Council Grove, I. T., Oct.
19th. He is returning with Mrs. Read, the state of whose
health requires a few months residence in some Eastern
State. She suffered much during the journey from Santa
Fe, and Mr. Read also was quite ill for several days. It was
Mr. Read's intention, at the time of writing, to spend a day
or two at the Shawnee Mission station, then proceed directly
to St. Louis and from thence, as soon as consistent, to this
city. He will, probably, remain i11 New York a few weeks, and
spend the winter in visiting the churches in the Atlantic
States.
On the 14th October, Mr. Read had the happiness of
meeting our missionaries, Rev. J. M. Shaw, 40 and wife, near
Fort Mackey, on the Arkansas river, traveling in company
with an ox train. They had been a month on the road, and
expected it would require about another month to reach
Santa Fe. They were in good health. A young lady, who
left the State of New York, to accompany them as a teacher,
was compelled on account of sickness, to abandon the
journey, and intended to remain during the winter, at the
Shawnee Mission Station.
39. He was heading back to Santa Fe by the most direct route. Evidently there
was an old trail up that stiff climb where~ years later, a roadway was dug outknown to history as Old La Bajada.
40. Probably the Rev. Mr. Shaw went directly to Socorro, although Davis did
not mention him there in 1855. He was living in Socorro in 1873,-and stated that
at the outbreak of the Civil War all Baptist missionaries had been withdrawn from
New Mexico. Also in 1880 he sold to the Presbyterians in Socorro the church edifice
which was built on his land. Possibly he was the "John M. Shaw" who served as an
Indian agent at the Southern Apache Agency in 1874-76.
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HOME MISSION RECORD
December, 1851
Rev. H. W. Read

We are much gratified in being able to announce the
arrival in the city, of Rev. H. W. Read, our missionary to
New Mexico. He is accompanied by Mrs. Read, whose health
we are happy to say, is much improved by the journey.
They will remain a few weeks in this city, and then extend
their visits as far as possible among the churches of the
Eastern States, till Spring, when, after a tour at tpe West,
they will probably return to their field, accompanied, we
hope, by several missionaries and teachers.
Mrs. Read has consented to address assemblies of
ladies, when consistent with her health, on the moral and
social character and condition of the females of New Mexico.
From the statements already communicated by Mr. and
Mrs. Read, we presume that a visit from them will be
appreciated by the churches generally.
Efficient operations in favor of that interesting field
are demanded of us immediately. As a denomination, we
are solemnly responsible for the moral and religious character that may be given to the New Mexicans.· Such a
character they will doubtless · speedily receive from some
source, and in the exercise of which, as our fellow citizens,
(for such now they are,) there are interests at stake which
should excite our utmost Christian charity and zeal, and
prompt us to exertions that may, with God's blessing, prove
a real blessing to them and to our country.
HOME
MISSION
RECORD
.
.
January, 1852
Mr. and Mrs. Read's Visit
Everybody knows that we have expressed deep interest
in the moral and religious interests of New Mexico ever
since it became territory of the United States. We saw it
lying in wickedness, and gross darkness covering the people.
We saw them groping, stumbling, falling, dying amidst that
darkness, and longed for their deliverance. We caught the
glimmer of the single ray of light shot by Divine providence
.among them from the Sun of righteousness, and we allowed
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ourselves to hope. As other rays have fallen we have thanked
God and taken courage. The visit of Brother and Sister
Read has strengthened us, and diffused hope and courage
in reference to that people among our churches in this city.
The statements made by Bro. Read to the churches, and
those of Sister Read to the females who have thronged to
hear her, concerning the social, moral and religious condition of our fellow-citizens of New Mexico, have awakened
an 'interest for them which we think must be productive
of their future benefit.
We are glad of the coming of these friends among us,
and are glad that they will have an opportunity to extend
their visit to other cities. We need not bespeak the attention
of churches on whom they may call; that will naturally
follow where they speak. But as it will be impossible for
them to visit all, we shall sincerely congratulate all who may
enjoy an opportunity to listen to them.
·

* * * * * *

Rev. H. W. Read,' returned missionary from New
Mexico, will proceed in a few days to Philadelphia, for the
purpose of addressing the churche~ of that city, upon the
subject of missions in his adopted Territory .. He will be
accompanied by his wife, who will also address assemblies
of ladies, on the same subject, undoubtedly, much to their
edification and profit.
Rev. j_ S. Ladd, our Collecting Agent, will also accompany them, and remain a few weeks, for the purpose of
making the annual collections, for our Society, usual in
that city, at this time of the year.

